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FAVELA Rising starts with an uncompromising jolt to the perspective. Between 1987 and 2001, white print on a black screen informs us, 467 minors were killed in the minutely scrutinised conflict between Israel and Palestine. During the same period, 3,937 minors were murdered in the favelas - the teeming, rotting, gang-plagued slums - of Rio De Janeiro, without attracting much media attention, or dissuading many tourists. It would have been easy for directors Jeff Zimbalist and Matt Mochary to make a worthy, beard-scratching documentary about how awful everything in the favelas is (and it is, as gruesome footage confirms). Instead, they focus their cameras on a flicker of hope: the emergence of a vibrant musical and cultural collective called AfroReggae. The hero of the piece is Anderson Sa, a former drug-runner determined to redeem himself and, to the extent that it might be possible, his grim part of town. It's an inspiring tale, the more so for Sa's poise after fate throws him an ill-deserved elbow just when things are looking up. It says much for AfroReggae, as well, that the soundtrack is tremendous.

