Favela Rising

“Eventually I’ll die for being what I am” says a teenage drug soldier and resident of Vigáro Geral, the “Brazilian Bosnia” that was the setting for City Of God. But as this unforgettable, Oscar-nominated documentary details the atrocities of favela life – the poverty, the gangs, the indiscriminate slayings – it’s hard to see what God has to do with the matter. Such is the sense of tarnished innocence, one young man talks sheepishly about girls and motorbikes before moving on to business, the business being selling drugs and cutting off people’s fingers. 
The only potential saviour here is AfroReggae, a band-come-social-movement passionately advocating peace and offering the next generation of killers an alternative path. “Through music we changed our reality,” says charismatic group leader Anderson Sa, and it’s that reality that haunts you throughout as the misery and occasional majesty of human existence is played out against the degradation of children. Stunning.
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