Favela Rising (12A)
Favela Rising is an award-winning documentary with a charismatic hero, a vibrant setting, a galvanising message, and an edge-of-your-seat structure to match those of any fictional film.

It's set in the same Rio de Janeiro slum settlements which featured in City of God - overcrowded shanty towns where a machine-gun is the must-have fashion accessory for teenagers, and where children dream of growing up to be druglords. If there is any hope in these areas, much of it has been sparked by the messianic Anderson Se, one of the men behind the AfroReggae cultural group.

They run educational workshops, they raise awareness and funds with their funk-rock-rap band, and they risk their lives, daily, by speaking out against drug trafficking and police brutality. Se's bravery and altruism should shame the directors who tried to make heroes out of the narcissistic rappers of Hustle & Flow and Get Rich or Die Tryin'. And there's a heart-stopping, tear-jerking twist in the closing minutes which no screenwriter would have dared to invent.

The countdown to the movie version starts now.
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