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DOCUMENTARIES from the 2005 TRIBECA FILM FESTIVAL

Much more effective is the often-extraordinary FAVELA RISING, which details the rise of the AfroReggae movement in Brazil's most murderous slums, a world brought to worldwide attention in Fernando Mereilles' Oscar-nominated City of Joy. As a documentary, FAVELA RISING has an authenticity and urgency beyond Mereilles' film, but it lacks the attention to detail of that superior work. Still, the stories of violence are shatteringly told, and the idealism of the movement's leaders, Anderson Sa and Jose Junior, is infectious. As the film reveals itself, the matter-of-fact interviews take on a heroic sheen, and one can't help but find themselves hoping that AfroReggae's mix of hip-hop, street theater, and Brazilian dance will triumph over decades of poverty, violence, and classism. It's a tall order, but FAVELA RISING's thesis -- that music and art can transform a culture -- is well worth the effort. 



- Gabriel Shanks
